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IIT exam: Signs of hope

ews on higher education is like a silver lining amid the dark eco-

I \ I nomic clouds. While it is heartening that more girls are cracking

the IIT-JEE, still the benchmark of sound technical education in

India, the surprising performance of a 12-year-old son of an illiterate

Bihar farmer makes us even more sanguine, Given the very high ratio of

men to women aspirants hoping to enter the ITTs, it's not easy to beat the

gender monopoly, Of those who cracked the test from western India, still

the most successful in tackling the objective test designed to bring out

stude.nl:s’ innate abilities rather than learning by rote, over 10 per cent
are girls.

The performance of Bihar's Super 30 institute is the icing on the cake.
Its 90 per cent success rate helps it prove there’s really no disparity in
people’s abilities, and it’s only opportunity that tends to favour those bet.
ter off economically. Many such “Super 30” institutes are now coming up
across Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, and these are likely to do more to dis-
mantle the system of class and economic advantage than all the reserva-
tions in place. The lesson is that there is a lot of talent in the country’s
young — and India will soon have the world’s largest pool of young peo-
ple — it’s simply a matter of giving them the skills and guidance they
need in order to realise their true potential. That is something institutes
like Super 30 appear to be doing much better than governments.
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JIT-JEE topper Arpit Agarwal
with his parents at a FIIT-JEE
media briefing in Delhi
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By Sangeeth Sebastian

1IT-JEE TOPPER Arpit Agarwal
repeatedly emphasised the
importance of time management
to succeed in what Is considered
to be one of world’s toughest
examinations.

“Balancing your time between
school hours and competitive
exams Is crucial if you have to
crack the exam,” Arpit said In an
interaction with the media at the
FIIT-JEE coaching Institute last
week. Along with him at the
briefing were his father, 0.P.
Agarwal, an assistant engineer
with the Central Public Works
Department, his mother Archana
and sister Rashl.
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Arpit stayed away from televl-
sion to be able to complete his

syllabuson time. “It left me witha

lot of time for revision. | could

also plan my preparations prop-

erly,” Arpit said, adding that he

spent five hours a day preparing
for the JEE. “l had to cut down on
my soclal life,” he sald, adding
that he even gave up reading Dan
Brown, his favourite author, dur-
ing his preparations.

A student of Modern Vidya Nike-
tan, Faridabad, Arpit informed
that he was yet to settle on aspe-
clalisation. “I am toying with the
idea of enrolling for Computer
Sclence Engineering at 1IT-Dethi,”
he said.

FHT-JEE Director CV. Kalyan
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Kumar said coaching Institutes such as his
believe In making a difference in the way stu-
dents understand and approach objective-
type questions. “Even as we work on the 1Q of
each candidate, we also pay speclal atten-
tlon to the holistic development of our stu-
dents,” Kumar said.

A total of 4,79,651 candidates appeared
for the examination held on April 8. Of
them, 24,112 secured ranks In various cate-
gorles and 17,462 were shortlisted for
counselling for admisslon to 9,647 seatsin
the 15 IITs, IT-BHU Varanasl and Indlan
School of Mines, Dhanbad.

JEE Chairman G.D. Reddy has sald that
though the number of students expected to
go for counselling at the varlous institutions
will be more than twlce the number of avail-
able seats, those who've secured ranks be-
low 9,723 may not be called for counselling.
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Engineering Courses Change Gears

KENBELSON

Like many college students, Katherine Bo-
vee, a master's degree candidate at Ohic
State University, struggled to find a focus
for her undergraduate studies. Wanting to
sample a broad range of possibilities, she
enrolled in a mechanical engineering pro-
gramme. As of her junior year she still
hadn'’t found the direction she was looking
for, but things began to click when she
signed up for courses in thermodynamics
and internalcombustion engines. Through
her professor, Yanm Guezennec of Ohio
State’s Center for Automotive Research,
Bovee connected with the teamn working on
the university’s entry in EcoCAR, a green-

technology competition conducted by the
Enerpy Department and General Motors.

“Everything I'm doing is based on what’s
in the automotive industry” said Bovee. As
automakersincreasetheir effortstodesign
vehicles that are more fuel-efficient and
friendlier totheenvironment, engineering
programmes are likewise adapting their
curriculums, preparing students to build
vehicles increasingly powered by batteries
and managed by computers.

GM and other car companies hire about
80% of theirinternsbecausethey arefamil-
iar with their development process and
have shown they can work ingroups, a criti-
cal skill in developing today’s highly com-
plex vehicles.

While established automakers and parts
suppliers remain favoured destinations, a -
growing number of students are foregoing
a bigger paycheck and more job security
and going to work for startups and smaller
companies, or in developing countries,
where they can have greater influence, ac-
cording to Margaret Wooldridge, director
of the Automotive Engineering Program at
the University of Michigan.

“Therearepersonalities thatdon't wantto
gotoabig, old stable company;” Wooldridge
said. “What's different now is the change-
the-world attitude. They're very, very genu-
ine and unustally willing to sacrifice.”

New York Times
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AICTE okays closure

of 150 pvt colleges

DEEPAK KUMAR JHA B NEW DELHI

echnical educational institu-

tions, which have been mush-
rooming unchecked till now, are
now on shaky ground. Nearly 150
private engineering and manage-
ment colleges — making up for a
whopping 12,000 seats - have shut
shop. AICTE has granted approval
to their request for closure after
the institutions cited inability to
fill up seats.

AICTE has already stopped giv-
ing approval to any new college till
2014 and is treading cautiously on
the issue of granting deemed uni-
versity status.

These institutes or colleges have
not been managing tq fill up their
seats in different engineering and
management courses during the
last three to four academic sessions.

According to HRD Ministry
sources, more than 200 technical
institutions submitted applications
for closure of courses due to various
reasons, including poor admission.
Of these, 143 have been permitted,

While Andhra Pradesh shut
down a maximum number of 56
such institutions, 17 institutions
from Uttar Pradesh were given the
green signal for closure. If as many
as 18 institutions in Rajasthan
closed, then 13 in Gujarat, seven in
Mabharashtra, six each in Haryana
and Punjab, four in Chhattisgarh,
five each in Karnataka and Madhya
Pradesh, two each in Tamil Nadu
and Bengal, and one institution
each in Uttarakhand and Bihar too

. {were closed down.

States ' En u}Mgm;&
- Institutions
closed In
. 201112
Andhra Pradesh © 56
Uttar Pradesh 17
Rajasthan 18
Gujarat 13
Karnataka 05
Madhya Pradesh 05
Haryana 06 !
Punjab 06
Chhattisgarh 04
W Bengal ' -2
Tamil Nadu 02
Bihar 01
Uttarakhand 01
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"Against this backdrop, the
Government has put a check on
rowth of private engineering col-
Feges. The total number of permis-
sions granted to start new engi-
neering colleges during 2009-10
was 250. It came down to 171 in
2010-11," said a source.

"AICTE has decided to consid-
er proposals for establishing new
institutions only from academic
year 2014-15, that too after review-
ing status on the basis of prospec-
tive plans received from State
Governments. During the past
year, only one of the 23 applic
ations received was accorded a

deemed university status,” the source !

pointed out.

Page 4 of 6



Business Line ND 22/05/2012

P-19

Consultant appointed
for proposed defence

varsity in

Press Trust of India

New Delhi, May 21
Following the “in principle” ap-
proval to set up Indian National
Defence University (INDU) in
Haryana, the Government has
appointed a consultant for
preparation of detailed project
report, layout plan and draft Act
for the purpose, the Govern-
ment told the Lok Sabha on
Monday.

In a written reply to the
House, the Defence Minister,
Mr AKX Antony said, “The
Union Cabinet, in its meeting
held on May 13, 2010, has ac-
corded ‘in principle’ approval to
setting up the INDU at Binola in
District Gurgaon, Haryana.”

The Haryana Government
has also issued the notification
for the acquisition of land for
the purpose, he said.

“Educational Consultants of
India Ltd, (EACIL), a public
sector enterprise under the Hu-
man Resource Development
Ministry has been appointed as
consultant for the preparation
of detailed project report, lay-

Haryana

out plan and draft Act and statu-
tes for setting up the
university,” the Minister said.
On the cost of setting up the uni-
versity, Mr Antony said, “An es-
timated expenditure of Rs 295
crore, at the rates of year 2010,
for setting up the university and
Rs162 crore, at current rates, for
the acquisition of land is likely
tobe incurred.”

On the timeline, he said, “It is
projected that the establish-
ment of INDU and its constitu-
ents will be spread over seven
years.”

The University will conduct
courses on subjects such asstra-
tegic studies, war gaming and
simulation,  neighbourhood
studies, counter insurgency and
counter terrorism, Chinese
studies, evaluation of strategic
thought. It will also undertake
courses on international securi-
ty issues, maritime security
studies, Eurasian studies, South
East Asian studies, material ac-
quisition, joint logistics, nation-
al security strategy in peace and
war, Mr Antony told the House.
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Team to inspect Metro heritage corridor

Sowmiya Ashok

NEW DELHE: A small team com-
prising officials from the Na-
tional Monuments
Authority (NMA), the Ar-
chaeological Survey of India
and the Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation will examine
the various monuments lin-
ing the “heritage corridor”
of the Delhi Metro.

“We had a discussion with
the DMRC and a small team
will be constituted to take a
more detailed view of the
monuments in the corri-
dor,” NMA member secre-
tary Pravin Srivastava told
The Hindu on Monday.

¢ Team will comprise officials from National
Monuments Authority, ASI, DMRC

* Will look info Issues [ike structural impact on the

The team, which will
have not more than three or
four members, will look in-
to issues such as the struc-
tural impact on the
monuments, location of the
stations, locations of tun-
nels and the importance of
the monuments lining the
corridor, said Mr. Srivasta-
va.

The discussions followed

monuments, location of stations, tunnels

the demands of the NMA
for a structural impact
study to be carried out on
the heritage corridor that
forms part of Phase III of
construction by the Delhi
Metro. The NMA had asked
the DMRC to ask either In-
dian Institute of Technol-
ogy-Delhi or IIT-Roorkee to
conduct the study. Howev-
er, the DMRC replied that

neither of the institutions
was willing to do so.

However, it is unclear
whether the latest develop-
ment will delay construc-
tion of the corridor which
will connect Janpath metro
station with Kashmere Gate
and run adjacent to impor-
tant heritage sites such as
Jantar Mantar, Delhi Gate,
Khooni Darwaza, Ferozesh-
ah Kotla, Sunehri Masjid
and Red Fort.

The Delhi Metro main-
tained that this was a rou-
tine meeting. “We do not
have anything to say about
the meeting,” said a DMRC
spokesperson.



